Agricola Newsletter December 2023
Agricolan viesti joulukuu 2023

Joulu Agricolassa- Christmas at Agricola 2023

Dec. 3" Ensimmainen adventti klo 10, First Advent 11:30 am
Itsendisyyspaivan ohjelmaa seurakuntasalissa klo 11:30

Dec. 10" Second Advent - Children's Christmas Service and party 11 am

Dec. 16" Joululaulujen konsertti, jouluateria/ Christmas Concert —~Jea*
and meal 3 pm

Dec. 17" Kolmas adventti - Kauneimmat joululaulut klo 10
Third Advent - Christmas Carol worship service 11:30 am__«

Dec. 24" Fourth Advent Christmas Eve Candlelight service 10 pm<&

Dec. 25" Jouluaamun kirkko klo 10 G 1%

Olet lampimdsti tervetullut! You are warmly welcome!""* .* :f*',i, *
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Joulurauhaa ja Siunattua Uutta Vuotta! . 25/01d\York'Mills)Rd'}
Love, Joy and Peace for. this Christmas » ¥ ’
and throughout the New Year! »

Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright, ...
...Christ the Savior is born.

| read a story about a little boy who was leaving the Christmas Eve candlelight service with his father. He
paused at the manger outside the church, looked at it, tilted his head and said to his dad, “Hey, it’s the same
Jesus we had last year. Can’t we get a new Jesus?” The father smiled and knelt next to his son and said, “Son,
we get the same Jesus every year. That’s how it works.”

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, even if in our own mind Jesus might look different.
The important thing about Christmas is that God comes to us, unchanged. Christmas is the celebration of
Jesus into our midst, into the darkness, bringing the light of peace amid hustle and bustle, into our reality, as
a human, as one of us.

Our Saviour comes to each of us, we don’t need to worry whether we are good enough, or about our failures,
or whether our faith is strong enough. Jesus comes regardless of how ready we are, whether all the
decorations are up or presents bought. Jesus comes to us even if forget to invite him. And when God in Jesus
comes to us, it fuels a fire in us to go and visit our neighbours, visit family, friends, shut-ins, as well as those
who live on the margins.

An angel in the Gospel according to Luke brings the Good News to all the people. “To you is born this day a
Saviour.” God is not some distant royalty or secret; God comes to us and stays by our side.

| wish you a Blessed and Peaceful Christmas,
Pastor Matti
Son of God, love's pure light...

... Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth



Agricola Events

Our Christmas bazaar on Saturday, November 25th
provided a joyous launch to advent and Christmas
time events at Agricola. The ALW ladies had been
busy baking for a full week and all the wonderful
baked goods found their way into the shopping
baskets of the participants. The café provided a
friendly environment for mingling while enjoying
lunch, Karelian rice pies, cinnamon buns, and
other treats. During the week following the
bazaar, we received a tall, beautiful real Christmas
tree into our sanctuary in addition to the one into
our Fellowship Hall. Thank you, volunteers!

Second Advent

Sunday December 10t is Children’s Christmas at
Agricola! The congregation will gather for a
bilingual worship service at 11:00 am. The Sunday
School children and Confirmation Students have
been rehearsing to provide a special presentation
for us! After the worship service, we will have a
party with Christmas carols, treats and a visit by a
very special guest in the Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Concert & Dinner

It has been a long time since we’ve had a good
old-fashioned Christmas Concert at Agricola. Join
us on Saturday, December 16 at 3pm to hear
beautiful Christmas music, sing familiar carols and
stay for dinner afterwards!

Free will offering. All are welcome!

Third Advent

On Sunday, December 17™ we will gather at 10:00
am for the Finnish carolling service and the English
carolling service at 11:30. After both services, we’'ll
have coffee hour as usual with perhaps some extra
Christmas goodies!

Fourth Advent — Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 24t

At 10:00 pm on Christmas Eve, you are warmly
welcome to attend our traditional Candlelight
service to sing Christmas carols and hear short
readings about the miracle of Christmas.

On Christmas day we will have a Finnish worship
service at 10:00 am.

Coat drive for Scott Mission

On behalf of all the people who visit Scott Mission,
we want to sincerely thank all of you who brought
donations of coats, hats, mitts, gloves to our
annual Coat drive for Scott Mission.

Scott Mission serves many people who are
homeless and families that have recently arrived in
Canada or are facing hardships. We are delighted
to have been able to share a van full of warm
clothes with people in need.

Beautiful Candles of remembrance on All
Saints’ Day, November 5%

November 18". What an amazing artist!

Eeppi Ursin at the piano during her concert on
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Joulumyvyjdiset - Christmas Bazaar

Joulumyyjdiset pidettiin marraskuun 27. ja tulot
olivat $7.196.80!

Sydamelliset kiitokset kaikille, jotka tavalla tai
toisella kannattivat joulumyyjaisia.

The net proceeds from the Christmas Bazaar on
November 27th were $7,196.80!

Thank you to everyone who helped with the
baking, cooking, promotion, set-up, organizing,
sales, serving and general support. It is so much
appreciated!

Ensimmcdinen adventti ja Suomen
Itsendisyyspdivd Agricolalla 3.12.

First Advent and Finland’s Independence Day
Celebration December 3,

Photos from the
bazaar 25.11.

Mr. and Mrs. Claus
visit the Finnish
Language School
December 2,




”On jouluyo, sen hiljaisuutta yksin kuuntelen
Ja sanaton on syddmeni kieli...
...taas Jeesuslapsi syntyy uudelleen.’

1

Luin tarinan pienesté pojasta, joka oli joulukirkossa isidnsé kanssa. Hén pyséhtyi ulkona seimen luona, katsoi
sitd hetken pditiin kallistaen ja sanoi isdlleen, “Hei iskd, toihan on sama Jeesus, ku’ viime vuonna, eiks’ me
voitais hommata uusi Jeesus?” Isd hymyili ja sanoi, ”Jeesus ei koskaan muutu.”

Jeesuslapsi syntyy uudelleen...

Jeesus ei muutu, vaikka omat ajatuksemme saattaisivatkin muuttaa késitystimme hanesti. Tarkeintd joulussa
on, ettd Jumala tulee luoksemme, muuttumattomana. Joulu on Kristuksen tulemisen juhla. Jeesus tuo valon
pimeyden keskelle, loistavan rauhan valon kiireen ja melskeen keskelle, meidin todellisuuteemme, hin tuli
ihmiseksi ihmisten joukkoon.

Vapahtaja tulee meidén jokaisen luo. Meidén ei tarvitse murehtia olemmeko tarpeeksi hyvid tai surra
epdonnistumisiamme, eikd uskomme riittdvyyttd. Jeesus tulee riippumatta siitd, kuinka valmiita olemme, onko
kaikki koristeet paikallaan ja lahjat hommattu. Jeesus tulee, vaikkemme edes muistaisi hidntd pyytdd. Ja kun
Jumala tulee luoksemme, meissékin syttyy halu mennid l&dhimmaistemme luo.

Jouluevankeliumissa enkeli ilmoittaa kaikelle kansalle suuren ilon. "Teille on tdné pédivina syntynyt
Vapahtaja." Jumala ei ole joku salainen olento jossain kaukana, vaan hén tulee ldhelle, aivan vierellemme.

Siunattua ja rauhallista joulua,
Matti-pastori
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din syddmeeni joulun teen ja mieleen hiljaiseen taas Jeesuslapsi syntyy uudelleen.’



Toinen adventti

Sunnuntaina 11.12. Agricolassa vietetdan lasten
joulua! Jumalanpalvelukseen kokoonnutaan koko
seurakuntana yhdessa kello 11:00.
Seurakuntasalissa syodaan jumalanpalveksen
jalkeen joulupuuroa ja lauletaan

joululauluja! Tervetuloa.

Tervetuloa joulukonserttiin ja pdivilliselle
lauantaina joulukuun 16. klo.15:00
Luvassa kaunista musiikkia ja maitavaa ruokaa!

Kolmas adventti - Kauneimmat Joululaulut

Joulua odotellessa on mukava pistaytya kirkkoon
rauhoittumaan ja tunnelmoimaan joulumusiikin tahtiin.
Jo perinteeksi muodostuneita Kauneimmat joululaulut
—tapahtumia jarjestetdaan seurakunnissa ensimmaisesta
adventista 3.12. lahtien.

Tervetuloa laulamaan kauniita rakkaita joululauluja
sunnuntaina, joulukuun 17. kello 10:00.

Joulun
jumalanpalvelukset

Jouluaattoillan 24.12 pimeydessa kello 22 syttyvat
kirkkosalissa kynttilat. Joulun laulut ja raamatun tekstit
kuljettavat meidat joulun ihmeen aarelle.

Joulupadivana 25.12. kello 10 toivotamme teidat
tervetulleiksi jouluaamun suomenkieliseen
jumalanpalvelukseen.

Kiitos

Kiitos, ettd muistatte Agricolaa rukouksin ja
lahjoituksin. Teiddn tukenne auttaa seurakuntaa
tehtavassaan olla “yhteiso, johon jokainen on
tervetullut kokemaan Jumalan armoa ja
rakkautta”.

Donations

Thank you for remembering Agricola in your
prayers and with your donations. Your support is
much appreciated and helps us to continue our
mission to be “a welcoming community that
connects everyone with God’s Grace and Love”.

Agricola mission statement
A welcoming community connecting everyone
with God’s Grace and Love.
Yhteiso, johon jokainen on tervetullut
kokemaan Jumalan Armoa ja Rakkautta.

Contact info:
Pastor Matti Kormano
647 642 1717 pastor@agricola.ca
Maarit Tuomikoski, Office Administrator
416 489 7600 office@agricola.ca

Seurakuntaneuvosto / Congregational Council
Suvi Fewer, Sabina Hirsbrunner, Seija Hyhko,
Matti Kormano, Kauko Leppala,
Hans Myrskog, Terttu Myrskog,
Carita Sheehy, Pieter Sigmundt, Riitta Teini

Puheenjohtaja/Chair: Sabina Hirsbrunner
Vice Chair/Varapuheenjohtaja: Seija Hyhko
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